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Nasi fajkarze:
oraz Jakub Paszkiewicz
przeprowadzili wywiad z

Chrisem Asteriou
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38 years old. He studied interior design
-industrial design (1999-2004) and then
Architecture (2005-2010) ... end he

became a pipemaker ...

CzeSI Chri s

Czy wiesz, Ue jesteS jednym z moich ulu
naprawdn inspiruj Nce?

- Rafale, na poczNtek dzifdkujn za Two
na Twoj e pytania. To dla mnie zaszczy"
Cieszn sin bardzo.

Hi Chris,

Did you know you are one of my favourite pipe carvers and your work is a true
inspiration?

- Dear Rafal. At first thank you for your kind words and for the opportunity to answer those
guestions. |l ts really an honor to me.
to know that now.

Mam dla Ciebie jakieS 20 pyta@® mniej

Pozw-I1, Ue zacznfi od tych podstawowych
1.Znasz jakichS polskich fajkarzy? AlD
- Znam Ciebi eé I Wojtka Pastucha.

| have 20 questions for you ... more or less.

Ok. Let me start an interview with some basic questions:

1. Do you know any Polish pipemakers? Or pipesmokers? Anyone from Poland?
-1 know youé and Wojtek Pastuch. 1



2. W jakich fajkach palisz najchntni e

- WybierajNc fajkn szukam w niej dus
Ue dana fajka musi byi moj a. One mog
faj ki, kt-re przyciNgaj N moje oko. Do
zamysg artysty. W ko@® u kaUdN fajkhn
pal il w fajkach os - b, kt -re doceni am
Poza tym uwielbiam stare angielskie fajki Dunhill, Comoy itd..

Moimi wulubionymi tytoniami sN Va-Pq i
teU czyste virginie. Z gotowych mies

Escudo, Mcclelland tudor castle, Dominican glory maduro, itp.

2. What kind of pipes do you prefer to smoke? And what tobacco?

- | like to smoke nice pipes with character. They could be expensive or very cheap
but always they have to be special, in a way, to my eyes. Good proportions or nice
materials or a smart design idea. Also | connect the pipe with the pipe maker. That
means that | love smoking a pipe made from a person that | respect as a human

bei ng and as an artisan. Other than th
| like smoking Virginia-perigue tobaccos, or va-per with some orientals. Off course
I |l it ke straight wvabés al so. My favorit
Mcclelland tudor castle, Dominican glory maduro etc.

3. JesteS architektem i fajki robisz
profesje, co zajmuje Ci wincej czasu
- Ostatnie 4 | ako

ata pracujn tyl ko |
mnie pracN w pegnym znaczeniu tego s
i spos-b w jaki moUna patrzel na dan
architektonicznej do pracy z materiag

3. You are an architect. Does it mean you consider pipe making more of a hobby?
Does one of these activities get more of your time than the other?

- The last 4 years | am working only on pipe making. But being an architect is not
a job for me. Its more about the mindset and the way you see and process things.
Its much broader and you can apply these knowledge in everything that has to do
with space, materials, form and function.

4 . M- ggbyS opisal swoje fajkarskie p
pierwszej fajki? Masz jN ciNgle czy
J N pokazal ?

- ZaczNgem tworzyl fajki poni ewalU ni e
fajek we wszystkich ksztagtach jakich
zrobil samemu sobie fajkn. Mas
determinacjn do stworzeni t eg

czego sam chcesz. teS
tw-rcN i uUytkowni ocz

Wci NU mam swoj N pi ] kn

z czas-w, gdy naj

wgos kN sztukn f aj

byga i nspirowana

2



4. Could you describe your beginnings as a pipe maker? Were you pleased with
your first pipe? Do you still have it or did you sell it? Maybe you'd like to show
some photo of it?

- | started making pipes because | <cou
a good reason to start, because you want to make something to please yourself first.
You are the maker and the customer at the same time. | still have my first pipe. At the

time | was into Italian pipemaking and
5. JesteS teraz mistrzem (Nie m-w, Ue
byg mentorem? A moUe wci NU nim jest?

- PowaUni e. Nie jestem mistrzem. Mi str
ul ubionym faj karzem i moj N naj wi nkszN
(znany jako J. Al an) , Mi sha Revyagin
po Swiecie fajki. Ni gdy nie miagem nau

5. You are a master now (don't say you're not) but at the beginning, who was
your inspiration? Did you have some mentor? Maybe you still do?

- Seriously, | am not a mastereé not a
favorite pipemaker and my biggest inspiration. Nanna lvarsson, Jeff Gracik, Misha
Revyagin and Maenz are my biggest inspirations. | never had a mentor, | am self
tought.

6 . Lubisz zbieral fajki Il nnych fajkar
mi strz-w Cczy nowicjuszy?

- Posiadam magy zbi-r fajek innych faj
Posi adam | uUyt kujn fajki z kaUdej p - ¢

angielskich klasyk:- w.

6. Do you like to peek other pipe makers? If you do, do you choose master
artisans or novice pipe makers as well?

- | have a small selection of pipes from other pipe makers. Some pipes where trades
some other commissions and some others from the estate market. | have or used
to have pipes from all the ranges. Also | have some nice old English pieces.

Dobra. Teraz bndzie trudniej

7. Kilka lat temu dageS sifn poznal | a
szych klasycznych fajek na Swiecie. Te
freehandowe formy. Klasyka Ci sin znud
Zaczynasz od podstaw, klasyki, a potem szalejesz?

- Studi owagem architekturn w Grecji . ¢
wana w stronn Kkl asyki, przynajmniej p
To pomoggo mi zrozumi el pinkno staryct
nymi fajkami uUytkowymi sN te stare an
XX w. DIl atego kiedy zaczNgem robil S W
kl asyczne ksztagty. PrawdN jest, Ue k
musiszpowS ci NgnNI swoj N chnl bycia kreatyw
i proporciji. Jedyne na co moUesz sobi «
nwgasnycho el ement-w. Freehandy to zup
faj ki kl asycznej, tylko coS zupegdgni e ¢
kl asyczne nigdy mi sifAn nie znudzigy. T3



Ok. It will be more difficult now.

7. Over the years you were well known as an expert in classic shapes. Now,
more and more freehands have been brought to life by you. Are you bored
with classic shapes? Does is it work the same way in architecture? First,
you need to master the classic forms before you let your imagination out?

- | study Architecture in Greece. The Architecture school in Greece is more classical
oriented, at least for the first 1-2 years. A lot of history class, etc. In a way this helped
me a | ot to really wunderstand the #dc
pieces to smoke are the old English ones. Pipes that were made in the early 20th
century. So when | first started to make pipes those were the shapes that | made first.
Its true that when you make classic shapes you have to keep yourself and your
creativity back in order to stay true to the shape and proportions. You can be a little
creative by adding some new elements to the old shapes. Freehands are totally
di fferenté | dondt see them as the evi
thing. To answer the question, | never bored making classics. Now days | am back
to them.

8 . Co sprawi a, Ue fajka Ci sin podob
miag wybieral brzydki Wr zosi ec i perf
perfekcyjny wrzosiec?

- Gdybym jedynie musiag odpowiedziel

wykonani e z normalnego wrzoSca. Jedna
prawdzi wie dobr e] fajki. Ona i1stnieje
trzeba jN widziel, czul. Ildealna fajkse
jeSli chodzi o ostateczny wygl Nd fajKki

8. Some pipes appeal to your taste more than the others. What is the reason
for it - briar quality or unique shape? If you had to choose between the perfectly
executed pipe, made out of ordinary briar block or poor craftsmanship but
truly unique briar - what would you choose?

- N had to | ust answer the questi
ordinary briaro. Buté grain is about
In order to make the best pipe possible you have to respect the material you are
using. So you have to use it in the best possible way. Grain and shape have to work
iogether. And grain orientation is very important to final look of the pipe.



9. Widzn ostatnio sporo fajek w natur
musi sz odrzucil Ueby zrobil takN fajk
o kolorze fajki?

- UUywam tej samej kombinacji barw w ¢
te same dwa kolory. Czasem wrzosiec ok
szych sandpit-w i wtedy zdarza sin, L
Ale nigdy nie pr-bujn zrobil nat ur al |
To wrzosiec decyduj e, nie ja. Osobi Sci

9. A lot of pipes in natural finish have been leaving your workshop recently.
How many blocks do you need to sacrifice for such a pipe? At what stage of
the process a decision is made of a final colour of a pipe?

- | am using the same color combination in 90% of the smooth pipes | am making.
Every time the same two colors. Sometimes a briar piece is very clean out of
sandpits and | decide to leave it natural. But | am never going after a natural pipe.
I f it happens then its okéPersonally

10. Ostatni mi czasy pojawigy sin eboi
(r - Oowe, niebieskie, zielone, U:-gte).
- Czarny... kocham czarny! Bardzo rzac
rzadko po prostu czerwonego.

10. In recent times, ebonite rods in unusual colours (pink, blue, green, yellow) are
being used in pipe making more often than before. What do you think about it?

- Blacké I | ove black! Very rare | wi
a solid red color stem.




11. Do czego w fajce przykgadasz naj wi
- Koncepcja, kt-rN przekuwam na fajkhi
11. What part of a pipe you pay utmost attention to?

- The concept behind the pipe, the idea and the shaping.

12. (}dzie teraz,znajdujesz I nspiracjn’
- CiNgle przegl Ndam stare angielskie |
racj N jest natura. Uwi el biam organiczi

12. Where do you find your inspiration now?
- Always | study the old English catalogs. For my freehands, | love organic shapes, so
everything in the nature can be an inspiration.

13. Akceptujesz proShb

fajki ze szkicu?

- Nigdy, U

rysunek. G
1
d
t

adnego klie "
dybyS zapyt ag
stanie w 00% odt wor z
powi edzi bym Ci, Ue
jestem g w om- wi l
przekul jego wizjn w
13. Do you accept commissions with

the detailed sketch?

- | have never requested to do that. If you
ask if | am willing to 100% copy an existing
sketch, the answer is no. But always | can
start talking around a“
develop it into a pipe. -

14. Masz por zNdek w
- Niestety nie... ATy?:-) Kuba m- wi , Ue on ma.

14. Do you maintain tidiness in your workshop or the contrary?
- Unfortunately not é




15. Robisz fajki na filtr?
- Zrobigem kilka fajek na filtr w pier

15. Do you make filtered pipes?
- | used to make pipes with filter in the first years. But the last years | have never
asked to make one.

16. Jaka jest u Ciebie Srednica kanagt
- 4mm w kanale dymowym wrzoSca i tak s
16. What is a diameter of the draught hole in your pipes? Is it always constant?
- Its always 4 mm in the briar and 4 mm conical in the stems. Every time is the same.

17. Kt-ra cznSi f
najtrudniejszym i
elementem?

- Ustniczki. Kocham ustniczKi...

17. What poorly executed part of the
pipe puts you off in particular?

- St ems. I | ove st

18. lle fajek rocznie robisz?

- Okogo 100-115 w ciNgu roku. KaUdego
na rok to juU niezgy wyni k.

18. How many pipes do you make annually?

- Around 100-115 pieces per year. Every year
| made more. | think 120 is a very good number.




19. Masz jakieS hobby p
-My SI'n, Ue muzyka. Sguc
zwi Nzane.

a robieniem f
nie 1 granie.

19. What are your other hobbies than pipe making?
- I think music. Listening and playing. | play the bass and I love everything around it!

20. Jaka$S rada dla mgodocianych fajkart
- Robil jak najwificej fajek. Kolejno

od ksztagt-w popularnych w | atach 30.
pogintych freehandach z bambusowy mi C
wr acal do kl asyki I Il wiczyl linie na

bidnego doSwi adczeni a | podstaw do t
w fajkarstwie.

20. What would you advise to the less experienced fellow pipemakers?

- To make as many pipes they can. Al

style billiard to extreme bamboo freehand, to horn shank pipes and back to classic
bulldogs. This is the only way to gain experience and open your mind to new things.

~

Dzinkujn za wywiad i Uy c
Rafag i Jakub.
Good luck and have a nice day,

8 Rafag and Jakub.



Nakgad wgasny

Kontakt:
e-mail: maciej.faja.maciejewski@wp.pl
tel. 668-698-376



